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1. Introduction

1.1 General

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar) proposes to develop a solar project on three (3)
separate properties each with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW AC, for a total of 30
MW AC, located near New Liskeard, in the City of Temiskaming Shores, Ontario (Figures 1, 1.1,
1.2 and 1.3). The renewable energy facility will be known as Project Liskeard 1, 3 and 4 (L1, L3
and L4) and is rated as a Class 3 solar facility. Canadian Solar has received three separate
contracts from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) for the sale of electricity generated by this
renewable energy facility through the Province’s Feed-in-Tariff (FIT) program (enabled by the
Green Energy and Green Economy Act). The project will require approval under Ontario
Regulation 359/09 (O.Reg. 359/09) — Renewable Energy Approval (REA) under Part V.0.1 of the
Ontario Environmental Protection Act.

In addition, Section 4(3) of the Regulation states that two or more facilities shall be considered
a single facility if they are “to function as an integrated or aggregated system for generating
electricity.” For instance, if two or more facilities are electrically interconnected prior to
connection to the distribution or transmission system they may be considered integrated or
aggregated and a single project for the purpose of applying for an REA. In this case, the three
sites will be electrically interconnected and there will be a common connection point to the
existing 115kV transmission network. Therefore, Liskeard 1, 3 and 4 are considered to be
integrated and aggregated as a single Class 3 Solar Facility and one Project for the purpose of
the REA process, which means that one set of REA reports, will be prepared to address all three
sites in aggregate. This benefits the approval process by minimizing duplication of effort,
considers the combined assessment of environmental effects and will facilitate a clearer and
streamlined consultation process (see Appendix A).
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1.2 The Proponent

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of Canadian Solar Inc. dedicated to
the Canadian solar market and is an experienced developer, owner and operator of solar power
generation in Canada and abroad. The company offers skills and has expertise across all
aspects of solar power generation, including management, business development, marketing,
sales, engineering, project management, manufacturing, and research and development. In the
course of developing renewable energy projects, Canadian Solar always satisfies and obtains
the wvarious environmental approvals thatapply to the applicable jurisdiction. In
addition, Canadian Solar works with local municipalities and stakeholders to build long-term
relationships with the communities that host its projects. Canadian Solar is committed to the
health and welfare of the City of Temiskaming Shores to ensure that Project Liskeard 1, Liskeard
3 and Liskeard 4 is successful for all stakeholders.

Full Name of Company: Canadian Solar

Address: 545 Speedvale Avenue West, Guelph, ON. N1K 1E6
Telephone: 519-837-1881 x2281

Fax: 519-837-2550

Prime Contact: Jeff Roy, Program Manager — Solar Farms

Email: Jeff.Roy@na.Canadian-Solar.com

Dillon Consulting Limited is the lead consultant retained to assist the Proponent in meeting the
REA requirements. The contact at Dillon is:

Full Name of Company: Dillon Consulting Limited

Prime Contact: Jennifer Petruniak, Project Manager

Address: 202 King Street W., Suite 300, Chatham, ON N7M 1E5
Telephone: (519) 354-7802 ext 3314

Fax: (519) 354-2050

Email: BMcAllister@Dillon.ca
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2. Reports Prepared for the Renewable Energy Approval (REA)

As noted, the Project will require approval under O. Reg. 359/0) under Section V.0.1 of the
Ontario Environmental Protection Act. O. Reg. 359/09 requires that specific activities and
reporting be completed and submitted to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) in
order to receive an REA. Specifically, in the case of a Class 3 ground-mounted solar facility,
activities include Aboriginal, public, municipal and agency consultation in order to provide
information on the Project to these stakeholder groups and obtain feedback. All consultation
activities will be documented on the Consultation Report, which will be submitted to the MOE
as part of the REA application package.

In addition to the Consultation Report, in accordance with O. Reg. 359/09, the following reports
have been prepared for this particular Project:

Project Description Report
Construction Plan Report
Design and Operations Report
Decommissioning Plan Report

Noise Study Report

= —a _—a _—_a _—_a 2

Natural Heritage Assessment (Records Review Report, Site Investigation Report,
Evaluation of Significance Report)

' Water Assessment Report (Records Review and Site Investigation)
f Water Body Report (Site Investigation)

f Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological Assessments

In accordance with Sections 16, 17 and 18 of O. Reg. 359/09, these draft documents must be
made available to the respective Aboriginal Communities and to each local municipality (City of
Temiskaming Shores) for municipal review and for public viewing greater than 60 days before
the final Public Meeting is held. These reports will also be made available for public viewing 60
days before the final Public Meeting is held on Canadian Solar’s website www.canadian-

solar.ca. The City was also sent an initial draft of these documents for internal review at least
90 days before the final Public Meeting in accordance with O. Reg. 359/09.
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A summary of each document must also be prepared and sent to the Aboriginal Communities,

which is the main purpose of this Executive Summary Report.

The Appendices to this Report provides a brief executive summary of each of the REA reports,

which is outlined in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of Reports Prepared for the REA
Appendix Report Title | Purpose of Report
B Project Description The PDR is a summary document for the REA process, which
Report (PDR) provides a description of the project location, project information,
potential environmental effects and benefits of the Project.

C Construction Plan This report includes a description of the following: construction

Report activities; location and timing of the construction; potential
negative effects that might be incurred during construction; and
mitigation and monitoring measures to be implemented to
avoid/minimize the identified effects.

D Design and Operations | This report includes a description of the following: site plan of the

Report project showing all project components and their locations;
surface water supplies to be used, potential emissions and waste;
an environmental effects monitoring plan; and a communication
and emergency response plan to communicate with affected
parties.

E Decommissioning Plan | This report includes a description of the activities that are to be

Report undertaken during decommissioning of the Project including:
procedures to dismantle the facility; site restoration activities; and
procedures for waste management.

F Noise Study Report This report provides a description of the noise modeling results to
demonstrate that the renewable energy facility will meet MOE
specified noise levels.

G Natural Heritage The Natural Heritage Assessment includes a description of the

Assessment (Records natural heritage features in the project area (ex. Wetlands,
Review, Site woodlands and wildlife habitat) and demonstration that required
Investigation, REA setbacks from significant natural features have been met or
Evaluation of all environmental effects addressed through appropriate
Significance) mitigation and monitoring measures. The Natural Heritage

Assessment is comprised of three (3) separate reports, which

include the Records Review, Site Investigation and Evaluation of
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Report Title Purpose of Report
Significance Reports.

Water Reports (Water The Water Assessment Report provides a description of the water
Assessment & Water bodies in the project location and demonstration that the required
Body Report Review and | REA setbacks from water features have been met. The Water
Site Investigation) Body Report is an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) Report to

address any water bodies that have been identified within 120
metres of the project location (REA Sections 39 and 40).

Stage 1 Archaeological | This report documents the results of the Stage 1 Archaeological
Assessment Assessments, which is a desktop review to identify any
archaeological potential in the project location.

Stage 2 Archaeological | The Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment is a site investigation,
Assessment which confirms whether there is any archaeological potential. The
Assessment was conducted in accordance with the Ontario
Heritage Act and using the Ministry of Culture’s Draft Standards

and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.

In accordance with Section 19 and 20 of O. Reg. 359/09, a Self-Assessment of Protected
Properties, Archaeological and Heritage Resources for the proposed project location was also
completed and it has been determined that a Heritage Assessment for the Project is not
required as no negative effects to built heritage or cultural heritage landscapes are anticipated
since none of these features were identified within the project location. This Assessment is also
provided as part of the REA submission package and is available for viewing.

In addition, although not explicitly required under O. Reg. 359/09, the following supporting
studies/reports have also been prepared by the Proponent and are provided as part of the REA
submission package and are available for viewing:

I Stormwater Management Report (Appendix A to Construction Plan Report)
f  Geotechnical Investigation

§ Draft Groundwater Monitoring Program

Finally, a Letter of Confirmation from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) based on
their review of the Natural Heritage Assessment and written comments from the Ontario
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Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC) based on the review of the Stage 1 and 2 Archaeological
Assessment are provided in Appendix K and L, respectively.
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Ministry of the Environment

Environmental Assessment and
Approvals Branch

2 St. Clair Avenue West
Floor 12A

Toronto ON M4V 1L5
Tel.: 416 314-8001
Fax: 416 314-8452

Ministére de I'Environnement

Direction des évaluations et des
autorisations environnementales

2, avenue St. Clair Ouest
Etage 12A

Toronto ON M4V 1L5
Tél. : 416 314-8001
Téléc. : 416 314-8452

My
»r > o
Zr Ontario

August 17, 2011

Mark Freenstra

Project Manager

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc.

E-mail: mark.feenstra@canadian-solar.ca

Dear Mr. Freenstra:

Thank you for your June 13, 2011 letter regarding your intended approach for the Renewable
Energy Approval (REA) applications for the Liskeard 1, Liskeard 3 and Liskeard 4 Solar Projects

Based on the information you have provided us, it appears that under either interconnection
proposals outlined in your June 13, 2011 letter, all of the solar facilities are proposed to be
electrically interconnected and thus function as an integrated system for generating electricity.
As such, the Ministry of the Environment (MOE) is of the view that the proposed Liskeard 1,
Liskeard 3 and Liskeard 4 projects are deemed to be a single Class 3 solar facility as per
paragraph 3 of subsection 4(3) of the REA regulation (O.Reg. 359/09) and are required to
proceed as one single project.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact either myself or Mansoor
Mahmood, Manager, Renewable Energy Unit at 416-314-8573.

Yours sincerely,

@G\;; 3 ' (W z\(y-\é,gjv)

Doris Dumais
Director — Approvals Program
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch

100% Recycled - Made in Canada
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