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1. Introduction 

Canadian Solar Solutions Inc. (Canadian Solar), in partnership with Saturn Power, proposes to 
develop a solar facility with a maximum name plate capacity of 10 MW, located near the 
community of Pakenham in the Town of Mississippi Mills (Figure  1).   The renewable energy 
facility will be known as the Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project and will be rated as a Class 3 
solar facility.  Canadian Solar has received a contract from the Ontario Power Authority (OPA) 
for the purchase of electricity generated by this renewable facility through the Province’s Feed-
in-Tariff (FIT) program (enabled by the Green Energy and Green Economy Act).  The project will 
require approval under Ontario Regulation 359/09 – Renewable Energy Approval (REA or O. 
Reg. 359/09) under Section V.0.1 of the Ontario Environmental Protection Act.   

This report is a self-assessment of protected properties, archaeological and heritage resources 
for the Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project.  The self-assessment is has been conducted in 
accordance with under O.Reg. 359/09.  A self-assessment will determine if there are 
archaeological or heritage resources at the project location, and confirm if there will be any 
anticipated, direct or indirect, impact on those resources.   
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Figure 1: General Location of the Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project in Ontario 
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2. The Proponent 

Canadian Solar is an experienced developer, owner and operator of power generation and 
energy delivery assets. Company activities include developing, building, owning and operating 
renewable energy facilities.  Saturn Power Inc. will partner with Canadian Solar to develop the 
Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project.  In the course of developing renewable energy projects, 
these proponents strive to satisfy various environmental approval requirements and obtain 
regulatory approvals that vary depending on the jurisdiction, project capacity and site 
location. In addition, they build long-term relationships with the communities that host the 
projects and are committed to the health and welfare of the community of Pakenham and the 
Town of Mississippi Mills.  The main contact for the proponents will be Canadian Solar; 
contact information for Canadian Solar is as follows: 

 

Full Name of Company: Canadian Solar 

Address: 545 Speedvale Avenue West, Guelph, ON.  N1K 1E6 

Telephone: 519-837-1881 x2281 

Fax: 519-837-2550 

Prime Contact: Jeff Roy, Program Manager – Solar Farms 

Email: Jeff.Roy@na.Canadian-Solar.com 

Dillon Consulting Limited is the lead consultant for the preparation of this Report.  The contact 
at Dillon is: 

Full Name of Company: Dillon Consulting Limited 

Prime Contact: Jennifer Petruniak, Project Manager 

Address: 235 Yorkland Blvd. Suite 800, Toronto, ON. M2J 4Y8 

Telephone: (416) 229-4646 ext 2432 

Fax: (416) 226-4692 

Email: JPetruniak@Dillon.ca 
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3. Project Location 

The proposed Class 3 solar facility is located on the south side of Concession Road 12 S and east 
of Needham Sideroad near the community of Pakenham, in the Town of Mississippi Mills.  The 
project location covers parts of Concession 11, Lots 3 and 4 and consists of approximately 40.5 
hectares of land.  The proposed site is located on privately owned lands, with geographic 
coordinates (centroids) as follows:  

¶ Latitude: 45° 18' 8.509" N 

¶ Longitude: 82° 14' 35.594" W 

The project location is defined in Ontario Regulation 359/09 to be “when used in relation to a 
renewable energy project, a part of land and all or part of any building or structure in, on or 
over which a person is engaging in or proposes to engage in the project and any air space in 
which the a person is engaging in or proposes”.  This includes the following Project features: 

¶ Solar panel arrays;  

¶ Permanent and temporary site access roads;  

¶ “E-House” units each containing 2-500 kW inverters and a 1 MVA transformer;  

¶ Substation with main transformer;  

¶ All distribution electrical lines up to the point of common coupling (PCC);  

¶ Temporary laydown area for construction;  

¶ Project fencing; and, 

¶ All areas where vegetation will be cleared.  

Figure 2 shows the project location as defined above as the outermost boundary within which 
all project components will be located.  As outlined the Ministry of the Environment’s (MOE) 
Technical Guide to Renewable Energy Approvals (2011) and the Electricity Act (Ontario 
Regulation  160/99),  the  electrical  connection  line  that  extends  from  the  Point  of  Common  
Coupling (PCC) to the Point of Connection (POC), which is at the existing Hydro One feeder 
approximately 3.64 km away along the Concession Road 12 S municipal road right-of-way, has 
not been included as part of the project location.  This electrical line will be built and/or 
upgraded and owned by Hydro One Networks Inc. along Concession Road 12 S to link the 
energy generated at the Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project with the provincial electricity grid.  
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The Connection Impact Assessment completed for this project defines the PCC as the point 
where the 44 kV tap line will meet the distribution line at the Project Location boundary and 
the Concession 12 S right-of-way.  

Figure 3 identifies existing land uses, dwellings, natural features and water bodies based on 
background information collected during the Natural Heritage Assessment Records Review and 
Site Investigation work and Figure 4 is the site plan, which illustrates the various project 
components of the Project. 
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4. Identification of Protected Properties at the Project Location 

The following checklist, which is provided in Appendix B: An Information Bulletin for Applicants 
Addressing the Cultural Heritage Component of the Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 
359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals, Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011 addresses the 
identification of protected properties at the project location.   

 

Appendix A contains correspondence from the Ontario Heritage Trust advising that “the Trust 
does not protect any property through a conservation easement on lands that will be directly 
impacted or visually affected by this renewable energy undertaking”.  In addition, based on an 
electronic search, it is not believed that the project location is municipally designated, nor it is 
believed there is a notice of intention to designate the project location by the Town of 
Mississippi  Mills.   A  formal  request  was  made  of  the  Town  on  December  9,  2011  to  confirm  
these items, but a formal written response has not yet been received.   
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In addition, it is confirmed that the project location does not fall within or near any of the 
Protected Properties for which the Minister of Tourism and Culture has authority as identified 
in Appendix G: An Information Bulletin for Applicants Addressing the Cultural Heritage 
Component of the Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals, 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011. 

5. Consideration of Archaeological Resources at the Project Location 

The “Archaeologists Inc.” was contracted to conduct a Stage 1 and Stage 2 Archaeological 
Assessment for the proposed project location.  The assessment was conducted in November 
2011, under license P052, (Licensee Keith Powers, Property Information Number #P052-340-
2011) in accordance with the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists 
(Ministry of Tourism and Culture (MTC), 2011a).  Background research determined that there 
are no registered archaeological features within one kilometre of the project location.  In 
addition, the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment recommended that the area exhibited 
archaeological potential and that a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment be undertaken prior to 
any development disturbance as it pertains to the 2011 Standards and Guidelines.  In summary, 
the Stage 2 property assessment was conducted and did not identify any archaeological 
resources within the project location.  The report recommends that no further archaeological 
assessments of the property are required and is provided under separate cover.   

 
 
 



    Mississippi Mills Solar Park Project 
Self-Assessment of Protected Properties, Archaeological and Heritage Resources 

 January 2012 
  

 

 
 
   11 

Project #11-5406 

6. Consideration of Heritage Resources at the Project Location 

The following checklist, which is provided in Appendix D: An Information Bulletin for Applicants 
Addressing the Cultural Heritage Component of the Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 
359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals, Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011 is a self-assessment 
to determine if the Project may have an impact on a heritage resource.  
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Appendix A contains the correspondence for Part A, Question 1.  

Appendix B contains print outs for a search for the property indicating that the property is not 
on a provincial register/list.  The only property within the Town of Mississippi Mills on a 
provinicial register/list is the Almonte Post Office in the community of Almonte, which is 
located several kilometres to the south of the project location.   

The Town of Mississippi Mills does have a municipal heritage advisory committee (Appendix C).  
A search did not reveal a municipal heritage list for the Town of Mississippi Mills.  A formal 
request was made of the Town on December 9, 2011 to confirm these items, but a formal 
written response has not yet been received.   

Appendix D is a print out from the Ontario Heritage Trust site for historic plaques.  There are no 
plaques directly on the project location or abutting lands.  Appendix E is the print out from the 
Parks Canada site showing that there are no plaques erected by the National Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board on the project location or abutting lands. 

The project location is not part or close to a UNESCO desginated World Heritage Site.  Appendix 
F contains information on the only World Heritage Site in Ontario. 

There are no building or structures located on the project location, so Part B, items 5a-5e, are 
not applicable. 

There are no known burial sites or cemeteries located at or abutting the project location and a 
site visit was conducted by Dillon Consulting on December 15, 2011 to verify this.  The 
Cemeteries Regulation Unit database of registered cemeteries did not indicate a cemetery on 
the project location (Appendix G). 

Appendix H demonstrates that there are no nominated or designated heritage river systems 
within or near the project location. 
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7. Identification of Protected Properties Abutting the Project Location 

The following checklist, which is provided in Appendix E: An Information Bulletin for Applicants 
Addressing the Cultural Heritage Component of the Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 
359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals, Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011 addresses the 
identification of protected properties abutting the project location. 

 
Appendix A contains correspondence from the Ontario Heritage Trust advising that “the Trust 
does not protect any property through a conservation easement on lands that will be directly 
impacted or visually affected by this renewable energy undertaking”.  In addition, based on a 
search, it is not believed any abutting properties are municipally designated, nor it is believed 
there a notice of intention to designate any abutting properties by the Town of Mississippi 
Mills.  A formal request was made of the Town on December 9, 2011 to confirm these items, 
but a formal written response has not yet been received.   
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In addition, it is confirmed that the properties abutting the project location do not fall within or 
near any of the Protected Properties for which the Minister of Tourism and Culture has 
authority as identified in Appendix G: An Information Bulletin for Applicants Addressing the 
Cultural Heritage Component of the Projects Subject to Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable 
Energy Approvals, Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011. 

8. Conclusions 

There are no areas of cultural concern, as determined using the checklist system provided in An 
Information Bulletin for Applicants Addressing the Cultural Heritage Component of the Projects 
Subject to Ontario Regulation 359/09 Renewable Energy Approvals, Ministry of Tourism and 
Culture 2011.   

In addition, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeological assessments were conducted in 2011, and it was  
recommended that no further archaeological assessments of the property are required, as per 
the 2011 Standards and Guidelines for Consulting Archaeologists (MTC 2011b). 
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